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WHEN DR. STRANGE, MASTER OF THE MYSTIC ARTS, FACES A CRISIS EVEN HE CANNOT HANOLE, HE 
GATHERS TOGETHER A COVERT GROUP OF HEROES TO GET THE JOB DONE. 
STAN LEE PRESENTS. . .THE SECRET DEFENDERS! 
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Mike Rockwitz: Editor 


ATTENTION CORRESPONDENTS: ALL LETTERS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION MUST INCLUDE YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS THOUGH WE WILL WITHHOLD THAT INFO BY REQUEST! 


FROM THE MIKE: 

1994, the year of the Hartford Whalers and 
‘the New York Jets, is almost upon us. 
1994 also marks the year when my books 
are really going to be buzzing. THE 
SECRET DEFENDERS are going to be 
coming from all ends of the Earth to battle 
unbelievable menaces. THE MIGHTY 
THOR Is going to be sane, but he'll be 
burying a comrade. NAMOR and THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR are going to be getting 
real busy with one another. CAPTAIN 
AMERICA is really going to see if he has a 
“Fighting Chance" against the latest threat 
on his life. See you in thirty! 


Dear Mr. Rockwitz, 

Four vociferous words in response to the 
ninth issue of SECRET DEFENDERS: Much! 
Much! Much Better! | ragret to say, despite 
my long-time fascination with Doctor Strange 
and all things mystical, | was very close to 
dropping the book and trying one of the 
Midnight Sons titles for my magic fx. 

Although | prefer more experimental 
forms, | have no problems with Andre 
Coates's artwork. He's done very well 
capturing the essence of each hero. | 
especially liked his Spider-Woman. The 
simple and contrived plotting and writing has 
been my main concem. Roy Thomas can be 
@ very good writer (I recommend the Spider- 
Man/Doctor Strange team-up "The Way to 
Dusty Death" to anyone), but it just seems to 
me that he has been putting SECRET 
DEFENDERS last on his list of numerous 
projects. Issue #9 was your last chance, and 
I'm happy to say that you've won me back. 
This issue has the kind of mature use of 
characters that long-time Marvel fans expect 
and deserve. 

Tom Grindberg's characters are powerful; 
his Doctor Strange is dark and brooding just 
like he should be, and his depiction of the 
book-cluttered Sanctum Sanctorum is right on 
the mark. This is exactly the kind of artist this 
series needs, one who can fill up a splash 
page with a battle or an extra-dimensional 
portal. 
| can't believe the difference Ron Marz 
has made to the book in only one issue. The 
story now seems to be happening within the 
continuous Marvel Universe. Previous 
relationships between characters are taken 
into account, and that is very important to 
scholars of the Marvel Universe out there. 
Ron Marz is an excellent scripter. | love the 
scene in which the reader is retumed to the 
battle and War Machine and Thunderstrike 
are in the middle of discussing being 
compared to Iron Man and Thor. Also, 
established villains seem to work better in 
hese early stages of the book. 


Keep the editorial leadership and quality 
coming. | am very happy with the decisions 
you have made to change the book. 

Roderick Castle 
15 Abbottsfield Place 
Buffalo, NY 14213 


Well, Roderick, if you're happy, I'm 
happy! Glad to hear you're as excited by 
Ron and Tom's arrival on this title as | am. 


Dear Mike, 

Ive just recently renewed my interest in 
comics, as | read them when | was a kid. 
Now though, with the help of my husband 
(who also collects), I've learned the values 
behind collecting, whether just for the fun of it 
or the monetary value. 

Ujust want to let you know that SECRET 
DEFENDERS is definitely in my collection! 1 
have also taken interest in collecting the 
original DEFENDERS. | hope to locate the 
back issues at my favorite shop. Iam a fan of 
teams, and one of my childhood faves was 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR. 

The artwork is awesome and psyches me 
up to bust out my drawing supplies and 
create, create, create! 

Thanks for being so instrumental to my 
renewed interest! Keep up the great work. 

Deborah L. Von Cannon 
7236-150th St. SW, Apt. 50 
Tacoma, WA 98439 


Welcome back to the world of comics, 
Deborah. I'm happy that you've made 
SECRET DEFENDERS part of your new 
collection. And since you mentioned the 
FF, you might be interested to know that I 
also edit FANTASTIC FOUR UNLIMITED, 
featuring team action as you like it! Be 
‘sure to check it out! 


Dear Mike, 

When | first saw an advertisement for 
THE SECRET DEFENDERS, | was elated. | 
thought the idea of having a new group of 
teammates assembled for each new storyline 
was wonderful. | personally love to see my 
favorite heroes in titles outside their own. | 
also thought a series lke this would be a good 
way to get to know and understand 
characters | was not so familiar with, or did 
not know at all. | thought the title had great 
Potential, and | still believe that, but (here it 
‘comes) you have some definite problems. 

First of all, there's a big misunderstanding 
as to why Doctor Strange chooses certain 
heroes. In the Xandu storyline, though, you 
did much better. It was obvious that Doc 
chose Spider-Man and Scarlet Witch because 


Joe Andreani: Assistant Editor 


they had experience in confronting Xandu. 

Secondly, it seems to me that the plots 
need to be worked on. It's not that | don't 
understand them, it's just that they seem 
weird and boring at the same time -- not a 
good combination. Again, the Xandu 
storyline was much better than the previous 
two, but still not uo to my expectations, 

Another problem | have is the villains. 1 
mean, they're so cheesy. It doesn't matter 
how powerful you make these villains; if 
they're cheesy, they're cheesy. 

On the bright side, your penciler, Andre 
Coates, is good. But now you announce that 
you're replacing Coates with Tom Grindberg! 
Imean, come on! You're losing your greatest 
strength by replacing Coates! 

Joshua Scovil 
567 West A Street 
Creswell, OR 97426 


Sorry to hear you're less than thrilled 
with the arrival of Tom Grindberg to these 
pages, Joshua. Andre did a fine job, and 
his presence is missed. All | ask is that 
you give Tom some time; I'm sure his 
work will grow on you. And | hope the 
writing of Ron Marz is more to your liking. 


Dear Defenders, 

After collecting comics for over twenty 
years, | am writing to a letters page for the 
very first time to offer my congratulations on a 
great comic book. MARVEL TEAM-UP was 
‘one of my favorite Marvel titles ever, and | 
was sorry to see it go. Now you have brought 
the concept back and made it even better. 
The idea of "mini-teams" really allows you to 
mix and match a very diverse group of 
heroes! 

Scott V. Kolakowski 
328 Thomas Drive #4 
Laurel, MD 20707 


Hey, Scott, what took you so long to 
write? Thanks for the encouraging words, 
and keep reading! 


NEXT ISSUE: THANOS! GEATAR! 
TITANIUM MAN! NITRO! RHINO! THE 
SUPER SKRULL! You simply can't pass 
this one up! 


